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HORWICH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT 


For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1920, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


Horwich  Urban  District  Council. 


“ Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  present  my  13th  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1920. 


In  my  report  for  1919  I reviewed  the  wishes  of  the  Ministry 
as  to  the  method  of  compilation  of  Annual  Reports  of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  upon  a common  system.  The  present  report 
is  based  on  a similar  scheme  to  that  of  1919,  and  as  other  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  will  use  the  same  scheme  it  will  be  easily 
comparable  with  the  reports  for  other  districts. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 


The  population  of  the  Horwich  Urban  District  at  census 
1911  was  16,286. 
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In  1920  demobilization  had  reached  a stage  at  which  it  is 
felt  that  the  distinction  between  “ birth  rate  populations  ” and 
“ death  rate  populations  ” made  during  the  period  when  a large 
part  of  the  male  population  was  under  arms,  might  in  general  be 
discontinued.  For  most  districts,  including  our  own,  therefore  a 
single  estimate  of  population  is  shown  and  this  is  applicable  to 
both  births  and  deaths.  The  estimated  population  of  the 
Horwich  Urban  District  for  1920  is  15,591 


Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered,  including 
those  of  residents  dying  outside  the  district  in  public  institutions 
and  from  violence,  and  deducting  residents  from  outside  who 
died  m public  institutions  and  from  violence,  in  this  district  was 
193.  106  were  males  and  87  females;  giving  a net  rate  of  those 

belonging  to  the  district  of  12'3  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Four  deaths  belonging  to  our  district  took  place  in  Fall 
Birch  Hospital. 


Births. — During  the  year  the  births  of  32-8  children  were 
registered.  181  were  boys  and  187  girls  equal  to  a rate  of  21'03 
per  1,000.  7 male  and  3 female  illegitimate  births  were  regis- 

tered giving  a percentage  of  3 of  the  total  births. 


The  following  gives  in  tabular  form  the  most  important 
rates  for  1920  as  compared  with  1919  and  the  ten  previous  years: 


Per  1,000  of  Population. 

Epidemic 

Birth  Rate  Death  Rate  Death  Rate 

Phthisis 
Death  Rate 

Rate  of  Deaths 
under  1 year 
to 

1,000  Births 

Horwich. 

1920 

21-0 

12’3 

O' 57 

0'70 

94 

1919 

16-0 

10-9 

0'40 

0'93 

27 

Mean  of  10  yrs. 

1910-1919  ... 

19T 

11-9 

1'02 

0'83 

87 

Increase  or  De- 
crease in  1920  on 


Previous  year. . . 

+ 5'0 

+ 1'4 

+0T7 

-0'23 

+ 67 

10  yrs’  Average 

+ 1*9 

+ 0'4 

-0‘45 

-0T3 

+ 7 

The  following  tables,  compiled  by  the  Registrar  General, 
give  the  number  of  deaths  from  various  causes  in  this  district, 
also  birth  rate,  death  rate  and  analysis  of  mortality  during  the 
year  1920  for  England  and  Wales  : 
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In  Horwich  Urban  District  1920. 

Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females. 


All  Causes  (Civilians  only) 

106 

87 

Measles 

0 

3 

Whooping  Cough... 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

3 

0 

Influenza 

8 

7 

Erysipelas... 

0 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis... 

7 

4 

Other  Tuberculosis  Dis.... 

1 

0 

Cancer,  Malignant  Dis.  ... 

6 

15 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

6 

5 

Bronchitis  ... 

12 

8 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

11 

7 

Other  Respiratory  Dis.  ... 

3 

0 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 yrs) 

0 

1 

Appendecitis  & Typhlitis .. 

0 

1 

Nephritis  & Bright’s  Dis.... 

3 

3 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

0 

1 

Congenital  Debility  &c.... 

9 

9 

V iolence,  apart  from  suicide 

5 

0 

Suicide 

3 

0 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

28 

19 

Causes  ill-defined  or  un- 
known 

0 

2 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 

year 

16 

15 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

Total  Births 

181 

147 

Legitimate 

174 

144 

Illegitimate 

7 

3 

Population  for  Births  & 

Deaths 

15,591, 
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Cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  conveyed  to  the 
Bolton  and  Manchester  Infirmaries,  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  and  the 
Children’s  Hospital,  at  Pendlebury.  The  Council  during  the  year 
purchased  a Ford  Motor  Ambulance  which  has  given  excellent 
service. 


The  District  Nursing  Association  continues  to  do  good  work 
in  the  district.  During  1920,  2,397  visits  were  paid  by  the  district 
nurse.  The  association  is  entirely  supported  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Water. — Water  supply  continues  good.  The  Council  are 
at  present  considering  the  question  of  an  extension  of  the  water 
undertaking. 


There  has  been  no  pollution. 

Rivers,  Streams. — Negotiations  are  completed  for  the  paving 
of  the  Mason  Street  portion  of  Purl  Brook.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
work  will  be  commenced  in  the  early  Spring. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — During  the  year  practically  the 
whole  of  the  sewage  of  the  district  has  received  treatment  by 
septic  tanks  and  bacterial  filtration  on  percolating  filter  beds. 
The  purification  continues  to  be  satisfactory  and  we  are  able  to 
show  a fair  effluent. 

There  have  been  142  loads  of  sludge  cake  extracted  from  the 
sewage  and  sold  to  farmers  during  the  year.  The  farmers  value 
this  product  for  manurial  purposes. 

Closet  Accommodation. — There  are  2749  Fresh  Water  Closets, 
1243  Waste  Water  Closets,  94  Pail  Closets,  and  61  Privy 
Middens  now  existing  in  the  district. 

Scavenging. — This  is  efficiently  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
workmen.  The  motor  lurry  with  tipping  attachment  purchased 
last  year  by  the  Council  continues  to  give  satisfactory  service. 
During  the  year  0886  privies  and  ashpits,  4320  pails,  and  60,344 
dustbins  have  been  emptied,  making  3748  loads  of  refuse,  of 
which  the  greater  portion  has  been  carted  to  Red  Moss,  and  an 
additional  area  has  been  reclaimed  for  cultivation. 
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During  the  year  3 ashpits  have  been  abolished  and  3 dust 
bins  substituted.  I would  again  press  for  the  total  abolition  of 
ashpits  and  the  substitution  of  the  more  sanitary  dustbin. 


Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District. — Inspections  have 
been  regularly  and  specially  made  throughout  the  district.  The 
following  is  a classified  statement  of  the  number  of  inspections 
and  re-inspections  made  : 

Houses  and  premises,  325  ; Slaughter  Houses,  Butchers’  Shops, 
etc.,  656  ; Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops,  90  ; Fried  Fish 
and  Chip  Shops,  etc.,  21  ; Ice  Cream  Shops,  13  ; Lodging  Houses, 

12  ; Schools,  64  ; Waterworks,  8 ; Sewage  Works,  4 ; Hospitals, 

13  ; Garages  and  Stables,  47  ; Water  Closets,  Privies,  Urinals, 
Ashpits,  Pail  Closets,  Drains,  Gullies,  etc.,  275  ; Yards,  Streets, 
etc.,  452  ; Red  Moss,  26  ; Factories,  8 ; Workshops,  Workplaces, 
and  Bakehouses,  38  ; Infectious  Diseases  (including  4'uberculosis) 
64  ; Market,  50  ; Miscellaneous,  50. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  abated  nuisances  and  the 
necessary  actions  to  remedy  them  : 

Defects  to  drains,  closets,  and  waste  water  pipes  made  good  90 
Repairs  to  yard  walls,  doors,  ashpits,  privies,  and  pail  closets  24 
New  drains  to  premises  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  water  closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

New  and  improved  gullies,  tops,  and  new  slop  pipes  provided  6 
New  dust  bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Privies,  pail  closets,  ashpits,  & waste  water  closets  abolished  4 
Reflagging  yards  and  general  repairs  to  property  ...  ...  75 

Defective  roofs,  spouting,  and  rain  water  pipes  made  good. . . 87 

Other  nuisances  abated .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

There  have  been  104  informal  notices  served.  I find  that  85 
have  been  complied  with,  19  not  yet  complied  with. 

16  statutory  notices  have  been  served  and  of  these  all  have 
been  complied  with. 

The  majority  of  notices  not  complied  with  at  the  end  of  1920 
will  receive  attention  in  1921. 
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Lodging  Houses. — There  is  one  common  lodging  house  in 
the  District.  The  bye-laws  have  been  adhered  to. 


There  are  no  cellar  dwellings  or  offensive  trades  in  the 
district. 


Smoke. — Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  this 
question  during  the  year.  24  observations  have  been  made  of  smoke 
emitted  from  chimneys  in  the  district.  In  several  instances  the 
amount  of  black  smoke  emitted  exceeded  the  time  limit  of  five 
minutes  in  the  half  hour  imposed  by  the  Council.  Letters  were 
written  to  the  owners  in  each  case  pointing  out  the  serious 
character  of  the  offence.  All  promised  to  use  every  endeavour  to 
minimise  the  nuisance.  No  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken. 


Schools. — These  were  regularly  inspected  and  found  to 
continue  in  a sanitary  condition.  Close  co-operation  has  been 
maintained  with  the  School  Medical  Officer,  the  teaching  staff, 
and  caretakers.  A thorough  disinfection  of  all  schools,  contents, 
and  sanitary  conveniences  was  carried  out  during  the  Summer 
holidays. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. — These  continue  in 
a satisfactory  sanitary  condition.  38  inspections  have  been  made. 
Four  defects  in  sanitary  accommodation  were  found  in  all  of 
which  were  remedied. 


FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — There  are  35  cowkeepers  and  15  purveyors 
of  milk  on  the  register.  During  the  year  90  inspections  have 
been  made.  According  to  present  standards,  dairies,  cowsheds, 
and  milk  vessels  are  kept  in  a fair  sanitary  condition.  In  my 
last  year’s  report  I drew  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  final 
report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  on  the  production  and 
distribution  of  milk,  and  detailed  some  of  its  recommendations. 
A drastic  re-organisation  and  improvement  in  our  methods  of 
production  and  distribution  of  milk  are  certainly  one  of  the  most 
pressing  problems  of  the  day.  Undoubtably  much  disease  and 
illhealth  might  be  prevented  if  more  care  were  taken  with  what 
is  the  chief  food  of  child  life.  The  chief  danger  is  that  of 
Tuberculosis.  Whilst  every  effort  should  be  used  to  maintain 
all  food  supplies  free  from  this  disease  the  danger  in  the  case  of 
milk  is  much  increased  by  the  fact  that  it  is  often  consumed  raw 
and  is  liable  to  gross  infection. 
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Milk  ( Mothers  and  Children ) Order,  igig. — Under  this 
order  48  necessitous  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  children 
under  5 years  of  age  have  received  relief  according  to  the 
Ministry’s  scale.  A careful  investigation  is  made  of  every  case 
which  applies  or  is  found  to  require  relief. 


(b)  Meat. — (i)  The  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district  have  been 
regularly  inspected  both  at  the  times  of  slaughtering  and  at 
other  times.  They  have  been  kept  in  a satisfactory  sanitary 
condition.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  obtain  information  from 
each  owner  as  to  their  times  of  slaughtering.  Unfortunately  it  has 
not  been  practicable  to  obtain  this  information.  The  Meat 
Inspector  howTever  is  aware  of  the  most  usual  times  of  slaughtering 
and  takes  the  opportunily  of  visiting  the  premises  at  these  times. 


(ii).  No  public  abbatoir  has  yet  been  established.  The 
Council  have  the  subject  under  consideration  and  have  visited 
several  public  abbatiors  in  the  neighbouring  districts.  Owing  to 
the  necessity  for  strict  economy  at  the  present  time  the  question 
is  temporarily  in  abeyance. 


(iii).  During  the  year  a prosecution  was  undertaken  for 
exposing  for  the  purpose  of  preparation  for  sale  of  a diseased 
(Tuberculous)  carcase  of  a cow  under  Section  117  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875.  A conviction  was  obtained  and  upheld  on 
appeal. 


(iv).  Six  carcases  and  all  internal  organs,  and  three  sets  of 
lungs  have  been  condemned  for  tuberculosis. 


The  following  is  a statement  in  tabular  form  of  the  number 
of  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  district  at  the  dates  mentioned : 

In  1914.  In  January,  1920.  In  December,  1920. 
Registered  2 1 1 

Licensed  22  2 

Total  4 3 3 

(c)  Other  Foods. — Bakehouses  have  been  kept  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  also  the  shops  and  places  used  for  the  preparation  of 

food. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  generally  .—The  total  number  of  notifi- 
cations during  the  year  amounted  to  405.  The  diseases  notified 
were  : Erysipelas,  6 ; Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup,  15  ; 
Typhoid  Fever,  2 ; Scarlet  Fever,  22 ; Measles,  238  ; Pneumonia, 
94;  Malaria,  3;  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  19  ; other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis,  5 ; Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  1. 

35  cases  comprising  : Diphtheria,  12  ; Scarlet  Fever,  21  ; 
Typhoid  Fever,  2 ; were  removed  to  Fall  Birch  Hospital  for 
treatment  and  isolation.  Disinfection  of  clothing,  etc.,  is  carried 
out  at  the  hospital.  The  Council  supply  Diphtheria  Antitoxin 
free  of  charge  to  medical  practitioners. 

No  cases  of  encephalitis,  letha'rgica,  dysentery  or  trench  fever 
were  notified. 


A detailed  statement  as  to  the  bacteriological  aids  to 
diagnois  will  be  found  under  “ Sanitary  Administration  ” which 
follows.  “ Every  effort  has  been  made  to  discover  contacts.” 


A circular  was  issued  pointing  out  the  danger  of  an  epidemic 
of  smallpox  and  advising  vaccination.  A supply  of  lymph  was 
kept  in  readiness  but  as  no  case  of  smallpox  occured  in  Horwich 
there  were  no  volunteers. 

Zymotic  Diseases . — The  number  of  deaths  due  to  the 
principal  zymotic  diseases  including  Small  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Epidemic 
Diarrhoea,  and  Enteritis,  was  9,  equal  to  a rate  of  ‘57  per  1,000. 
In  1919  the  rate  was  ‘4  per  1,000. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  caused  1 death  a rate  of  ‘06  per 
1,000.  In  1919  the  rate  was  T3  per  1,000. 

Influenza. — There  was  no  special  incidence  of  this  disease 
during  the  year.  15  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  this  cause,  a 
rate  of  ‘96  per  1000.  In  1919  the  rate  was  T6  per  1,000. 

Diseases  of  Organs  of  Respiration. — 41  deaths  were  due  to 
these  causes  : Pneumonia,  18  ; Bronchitis,  20  ; and  other  diseases, 
3.  The  rate  is  2‘6  per  1,000  as  compared  with  1*9  per  1,000  in 

1919. 

\ 
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The  health  visitors  paid  94  first  visits  and  049  revisits  to 
Pneumonia  cases. 

Malignant  Disease  caused  21  deaths,  a rate  of  T3  per  1,000, 
as  compared  with  11  deaths  in  1919,  a rate  of  ‘7  per  1,000. 

Malaria. — 3 cases  notified,  all  contracted  abroad.  3 first 
visits  and  6 revisits  were  paid  to  these  cases. 

The  disinfector  at  the  temporary  Smallpox  Hospital  is 
available  for  the  disinfection  of  the  belongings  of  verminous 
persons. 

Tuberculosis. — Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  caused  11  deaths, 
a rate  of  "7  per  1,000.  Last  year  14  deaths  were  registered  as 
due  to  this  cause  with  a rate  of  '9  per  1,000. 

Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  caused  1 death,  a rate  of  '06 
per  1,000.  In  1919  there  were  no  deaths  with  a rate  of  nil  per 
1,000. 

19  cases  of  pulmonary  and  5 of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis 
were  notified  under  Fuberculosis  Regulations  1912.  On  the 
whole  requirements  as  to  notification  of  tuberculosis  are  w7ell 
observed  by  medical  practitioners. 

The  indigent  cases  are  referred  to  the  “ After  Care  ” Com- 
mittee who  render  help  by  supplying  Clothing  and  Food,  and 
have  in  many  cases  paid  the  rent,  thus  keeping  the  home  together. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

No  new  branches  of  this  work  have  been  organised  during 
the  year  but  the  several  activities  detailed  in  my  report  for  1919 
have  been  maintained  and  developed.  It  would  be  needless 
repetition  to  go  fully  again  into  these  details.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  the  Centre  has  been  well  attended  and  continues  to  be 
extremely  popular  with  the  mothers.  There  has  been  an  average 
attendance  at  the  Wednesday  meeting  of  24  and  on  the  Thursday, 
48.  On  the  former  day  a sewing  class  is  held  and  on  the  latter 
the  medical  consultations  take  place.  The  mothers  shew  an 
increasing  interest  in  and  knowledge  of  the  art  of  mothercraft. 
On  both  the  above  days  the  Rota  Committee  of  voluntary 
workers  attend.  I take  this  opportunity  of  again  expressing  the 
high  appreciation  in  which  their  work  is  held  by  the  Mothers, 
Health  Visitors  and  myself. 
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Thirty  one  deaths  occurred  amongst  children  under  1 year,  a 
rate  of  94  per  1,000  births.  Of  these  25  occurred  during  the  neo- 
natal period,  that  is  to  say  under  3 months.  15  of  these  took 
place  within  3 days.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  any  further 
marked  reduction  in  the  infantile  rate  can  only  be  obtained  by 
ante-natal  and  natal  activities.  At  the  present  time  expectant 
mothers  are  seen  by  appointment  between  the  hours  of  9 and  10 
a.m.,  and  4 and  5 p.m.,  daily.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  summary 
of  the  Health  Visitors’  report  a large  proportion  (72  per  cent)  of 
the  actual  births  notified  are  attended  by  medical  practitioners. 


One  unmarried  mother  was  sent  to  Townley’s  Hospital  for 
her  confinement  and  the  cost  was  borne  by  the  Council. 


No  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  or  Poliomyelitis  were  notified. 
One  case  of  Ophthalmia  was  notified.  Both  eyes  were  affected 
and  to  this  case,  the  Health  Visitors  gave  unremitting  attention 
with  the  result  that  there  was  no  loss  of  sight. 


Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  made  notifiable  in 
the  Horwich  Urban  District  by  a special  order  dated  14th  April, 
1920,  238  cases  of  Measles  then  were  brought  to  our  notice.  Each 
case  was  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  specific  directions  given. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  performed  by 
Health  Visitors  : 


Visits  to  still  births 

. . . 

10 

First  visits  to  Infants  notified  under  the  Act 

(263  breast  fed,  19  artificially  and  13  combined).. 

295 

Revisits  to  infants  under  1 year 

1953 

Revisits  to  children  over  1 year 

1419 

Visits  to  Infants  not  born  in  Horwich 

12 

First  visits  to  Ante-Natal  cases 

69 

Revisits  ,,  ,,  ,, 

110 

Visits  to  the  homes  of  children  dying  under  1 year 

28 

Visits  to  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  case 

19 

First  visits  to  Measles  cases  (139  under  5 years) 

238 

Revisits  „ „ 

335 

First  visits  to  Whooping  Cough  cases 

2 

Revisits  ,,  „ „ 

♦ . . 

6 

First  visits  to  Influenza  cases... 

6 

12 


j) 
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Revisits 
First  visits  to  Pneumonia  cases 
Revisits  „ „ ,, 

First  visits  to  Malaria  cases  ... 

Revisits  „ „ „ 

Other  visits  connected  with  Welfare  Work 

Total 


36 

94 

649 

3 

6 

56 


5346 


Free  milk  was  given  according  to  the  Ministry’s  scale  to  48 
families.  In  addition  9 expectant  mothers  and  11  nursing 
mothers  received  a grant  of  7/6  per  week  during  their  period  of 
necessity. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


1.  Staff  : The  Sanitary  Staff  consists  of  a Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Sanitary  Inspector,  two  Health  Visitors,  Disinfector, 
2 carters,  1 motor  driver,  and  7 labourers. 


I take  this  opportunity  of  gratefully  acknowledging  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  all  in  the  work  of  the  department. 

2.  The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  is  situated  at  Fall  Birch. 
It  is  held  conjointly  with  Westhoughton  and  Blackrod.  48  beds 
are  available.  Two  diseases  can  be  treated  concurrently.  There 
is  also  a special  isolation  block  where  doubtful  cases  or  a third 
disease  can  be  treated.  The  Committee  have  made  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  cases  of  Pneumonia  requiring  hospital  treatment 
will  be  admitted  to  Townley’s  Hospital.  There  is  need  for  the 
hospital  treatment  of  Puerperal  Fever,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum, 
Encephalitis  lethargica,  Poliomyelitis,  Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 


The  temporary  Small  Pox  Hospital  is  situated  on  Red  Moss. 


3.  The  following  Acts  are  in  force  in  the  district  : Public 
Health  Act,  1875  ; Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889  ; 
Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890  ; Infectious  Diseases 
Prevention  Act,  1890 ; Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act, 
1907  ; Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts,  1909  and  1919  ; 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  and  a special  Local  Order  making 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  compulsorily  notifiable  in  the 
district. 
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4.  Bacteriological  and  chemical  specimens  are  submitted  to  the 
pathological  laboratory  of  the  Victoria  University,  Manchester, 
for  examination.  19  swabs  were  examined  for  Diphtheria,  5 of 
wdiich  were  positive.  4 blood  examinations  were  made  for 
Typhoid  Fever,  one  of  which  was  positive.  19  examinations  of 
Sputa  were  made  for  Tubercle  Bacilli,  3 being  returned  positive. 


The  following  is  an  analysis  of  Horwich  the  water,  made  by 
the  County  Analyst  : 


cc 


I have  analysed  the  sample  of  water  received  from 
Inspector  J.  H.  Brocklehurst  on  the  18th  day  of  March, 
1921,  with  the  following  results  expressed  in  parts  per 


100,000  : 


Mark  or  denomination 

No.  1 

No.  2 

Sample. 

from  reservoir,  from  house- tap, 

Total  Solids  in  Solution 

17-6 

18*0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from 
Permanagate  in  15  mins. 

•079 

•071 

Oxygen  absorbed  from 
Permanganate  in  3 hrs.. 

T49 

T24 

Ammonia 

•001 

Nil. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia.. 

•009 

•006 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ... 

•021 

•065 

,,  as  Nitrites  ... 

Very  slight  trace 

Nil. 

Combined  Chlorine  ... 

1-7 

1-6 

Both  these  waters  are  satisfactory  for  drinking  and 
domestic  use.” 

W.  COLLINGWOOD  WILLIAMS,  B.Sc.  F.J.C., 

County  Analyst. 


Other  Services  : — 


Close  co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  County 
School  Medical  Officer.  Two  of  the  rooms  belonging  to  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centre  are  being  used  by  the  County  Authorities 
for  a Dental  and  School  Clinic  at  times  which  do  not  clash  with 
the  other  work  of  the  Centre. 
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Housing  : — 

(i)  General  Housing  conditions  in  the  district , — There  is 
still  a general  shortage  of  houses  throughout  the  district.  The 
chief  demand  has  been  rather  for  the  two  bedroom ed  houses. 
The  total  number  of  houses  in  Horwich  is  3,551  of  which  3,396 
are  available  for  the  working  classes.  Of  these  six  have  been 
built  by  the  Council  at  the  Lower  Brazley  Site.  A further  114 
houses  are  in  course  of  erection  at  Lower  Brazley. 

44ie  shortage  of  houses  is  estimated  to  number  about  400, 
and  the  Council  intend  to  erect  this  number  of  houses  if  found 
necessary. 

It  is  probable  that  as  more  houses  become  available  a 
number  of  persons — estimated  at  1125 — who  now  reside  outside 
would  come  to  live  in  the  district.  Of  this  number  there  are 
980  males. 

(ii)  Overcrowding. — The  number  of  tenements  with  more  than 
2 occupants  per  room  is  58,  and  the  total  number  of  occupiers  is 
584.  The  number  of  houses  intended  for  one  family  only  which 
are  now  occupied  (without  having  been  specially  adapted)  by 
two  or  more  families  is  88  approximately. 


The  Council  have  not  powers  to  re-arrange  families  in 
houses,  but  the  department  has  endeavoured  by  persuasion  etc. 
to  overcome  some  of  the  grosser  cases  of  overcrowding. 

(iii)  Fitness  of  Houses. — The  general  standard  of  housing 
in  the  district  is  fairly  satisfactory.  The  chief  defects  found  to 
exist  are  dampness,  defective  roofs  and  spouting,  and  insufficient 
ventilation. 


The  chief  difficulties  in  remedying  unfitness  are  shortage  of 
labour,  and  the  inability,  financially  of  property  owners  to 
execute  repairs. 


The  Housing  Inspector  under  instructions  from  the  Council 
is  making  inspections  and  reporting  monthly.  There  are  no 
special  difficulties  in  connection  with  water  supply,  closet 
accommodation  and  refuse  disposal. 


(iv)  There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  in  this  district. 
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Appendices  : — 

Housing  Conditions,  Statistics  year  ended  31st  December , 1920. 

1. — General. 


(i)  Estimated  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  15,591 

(ii)  General  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  12'3 

(iii)  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  0*7 

(iv)  Infantile  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  94  per  1,000 

(v)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  of  all  classes  ...  3,551 

(vi)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling  houses  ...  3,396 

(vii)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected  6 


2. — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses . 


1.  Inspection. 

(i)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  194 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations  1910.. . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  and  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation.. . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...non® 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceeding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  143 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc.,  Act,  igig. — 
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(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 


(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 


(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...none 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...non© 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts . — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  16 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...none 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  ly  and  18  of  the  Housing , 
Town  Planning , etc.,  Act,  igog. — 


(i)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders.  ...  ...  ...  ...none 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...none 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having 
been  rendered  fit.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...none 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 

tion Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...none 

(v)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...none 


17 


3. — Unhealthy  Areas . 
No  unhealthy  areas  in  the  district. 


4.  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  bye- 
laws erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  section 

25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919  ...  ...none 

5.  The  Housing  Staff  consists  of  Surveyor,  Housing  Inspector, 
and  Medical  Officer.  The  Surveyor  is  in  charge  of  the  housing 
schemes. 


The  chief  sanitary  requirements  of  the  district  are  the  erection 
of  houses,  a Public  Abattoir,  Improvement  in  milk  supply, 
paving  of  the  Mason  Street  portion  of  Purl  Brook,  and  the 
substitution  of  dustbins  for  ashpits.” 


Your  obedient  servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


•- 


